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Post-War Image of the World and the Princely
State of Jaipur(India)depicted by a Peasant Leader
-Speech delivered by Radhavallabh
Agrawal on the eve of the birth of
the Jaipur State Kisan Sabha(1946)-

Sho Kuwajima

The original text of this Japanese translation is Ringas Kisan Sammelan,
Aasarh Sudi 1, 2003, Sabhapati Shri Radhavallabh ka Abhibhashan.

This speech was delivered by Radhavallabh Agrawal in a peasant
meeting at Ringas(Jaipur State)on _{;une__éOth 1_946,_ when the Jaipur State
Kisan Sabha(Peasant Union)was just going tc_) start its activities.

His speech is noteworthy in many aspects.
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Firstly, in the year of 1946 he became very critical of the policy of the
Jaipur Praja Mandal to which he was very closely related. In this
speech he clearly concluded that for ten years since the birth or the
reorganisation of the Praja Mandal in 1937 the peasants in Jaipur State
could not move forwards,though he asserted that the peasants played a
prominent part in the Jaipur Satyagraha in 1939.Particularly he regretted
the absorption of the Jat Kisan Panchayat into_ the Jaipur Praja Mandal.

In this connection it is to be noted that in the post-war days of Jaipur
not only big Thikanedars but also many small Jagirdars resisted the
agrarian reforms, and it led to the non-rent movement by the peasants.

On the other hand, a few leaders of the Praja Mandal were called in
as the ministers of the Maharaja’s Government. 1946 was a year in
transition and this assessment of the situation forced Agrawal to have
his critical view of the history and present nature of the Praja Mandal.

It may be due to the same reason that the horizons of the peasant
movement with which he had been concerned were no longer limited to
Sikar and Shekawati where the Jat Kisans were active, and were expanded
to other areas of Rajasthan. The tribal people like Bhils and Minas
came into his sight and he also found the importance of the fact that
the problems of the agricultural labourers had been neglected. At least
the direction of the peasant movement in future was carefully confirmed.

In this perspective he appealed to the Jagirdars, and particularly to
the small Jagirdars to come forward according to the call of history
and to show their ways which ' were worthy of the spirit of the Warrior
jati ( Rajputs).’

In a sense,the peasant movement in Rajasthan meant another story of

the ' Integration of the Indian States.’

This expansion of his idea was not only caused by the internal political
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and social conditions in the Princely State of Jaipur, but also by the
victory of the anti-Fascist forces in the Second World War. Radhavallabh

Agrawal was convinced that the ’ peasants and workers ' or the toiling
masses of the world brought the War to victory and that the world was
then moving towards socialism. In this speech he tried to analize the
situation in the various parts of the world covering Britain, Russia,
China and the strike of the railway workers in America on May 23, 1946.

His view of the world led to his optimistic understanding that the La-
bour Government of Britain which had been demanding the independence

3’

of India for twenty years was ready to 'pack up their luggages ' and to
quit India immediately. This view was in marked contrast to that of
the Communist Party of India which was more cautious.

The description of Russia in 1946 was rather characterized with a
'fixed’ idea though he tried to discuss in detail. Russia, 'first independent
country’ in the true sense of the word, was, in his mind, the country of
Paradise for every Russian (sau ke sau ke lie swarg). His image of
Russia was limited by the reality of the world inciuding the beginning
of the ’cold war’, that is, to what extent the people of the world could
get the correct knowledge of the Russian people in the middle of 1946.

Once, Russian situation was observed with earnestness in the
contemporary historical setting by the Indian people. In 1920’s they had
a keen interest in the way of solution, how Russian peasants, poor and
illiterate, like Indian peasants, can change their destiny. Again in 1930’s
they were interested in the working of the First Five Year Plan which
started in Russia in 1928 as they were not in a position to frame their
economic planning under the British rule. These imprints are visible
in this speech too. Since the latter half of 1930’s the critical view of
Russian internal politics as well as her- foreign policy including Russo-

German Pact and Soviet-Finland War was known in India. On the occasion
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of the 8th annual session of the Jaipur Praja Mandal in April 1946, its
chairman, Ladu Ram Joshi made his very critical survey of Russian
‘imperialist’ policy. But, it is doubtless that the victory of Soviet Russia
over Nazism strengthened Agrawal’s earlier image of Russia.

In this respect the post-war image of China shown in his speech must
have aroused the daily feelings of the Indian peasants more effectively.
Though his information was based on the limited and well-known sources,
what was then moving in China was told in the present tense and as the
happenings of this world. 1946 was the year when the film titled Amar
Dr. Kotnis ki Kahani was on show, which depicted the story of the
Indian Medical Mission to China during the Second World War.

When Agrawal discussed the distress that the peasants of Rajasthan
were facing, he could talk so freely that he did not hesitate to refer to
the jati consciousness of the people. According to his view, the urgent
task of the Jaipur State Kisan Sabha was to unite all jatis against the
oppression by the Thikanedars and Jagirdars. However far from the
real picture, Agrawal’s image of Russia was unmistakably a product of
his perception of the problems in his own area of life and activities.

In May and June 1946, the negotiations on the British Cabinet Mission
Plan for a Union of India was proceeding, and serious communal riots
had not yet occurred in India. This timing of his speech also contributed
to his optimistic view of the * Transfer of Power ' and the history of

the world.

Formerly, this author translated into Japanese with his introductory
remarks the memoirs of Radhavallabh Agrawal, Jamnalalji Bajaj ka
Netritwa. It was published in two instalments in the publications of
the Association of Asian Studies, Osaka University of Foreign Studies

in 1983 and 1984. In the memoirs most probably written in 1970's Agrawal

— 183 —



described very vividly Jaipur Satyagraha of 1939 under the leadership of
Jamnalal Bajaj. Agrawai himself participated actively in this Satyagaha.
However, in his memoirs Agrawal wrote with his consonent tone the
thought and activities of Mahatma Gandhi and Jamnalal Bajaj, 'Gandhian
capitalist’ who was, in his interpretation, completely' different from the
post-independent ’'American-style’ capitalists in India. What is common
to his speech and his memoirs is his deep attachment to Jaipur and its
people.

The name of Radhavallabh Agrawal appears only in one page in A
History of the All India Kisan Sabha (Calcutta, 1974) written by M. A.
Rasul. Agrawal participated in the meeting of the Central Kisan Council
which was held in Calcutta from 6th to 11th, August 1951. When we
talk of the birth of the All-India Kisan Sabha in 1936, it must be noted
that the peasants in the Indian States were not well represented. This
speech of Radhavallabh Agrawal is expected to add something to the

studies on the history of the peasant movement in India.

I would like to express my thanks to Prof. H. G. Pant who kindly
provided me a copy of the speech of Radhavallabh Agrawal. A pleasant
meeting with Radhavallabhji in 1977 is still fresh in my memory. He
passed away on January lst, 1984.

I could read the records on the Jaipur Praja Mandal in the Rajasthan
State Archives, Bikaner, in March 1989.

In translating Agrawal’s speech into Japanese, I could get very useful
help from my colleague, Prof Girish Chandra Bakhshi, and had the

knowledge of Indian calender from Prof. Katsuro Koga.

— 184 —



