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The Pax Americana and China
—A Commentary on “Creating the

New Co-Prosperity Sphere” by T. J. McCormick

CHEN Lai-xing

Prof. T. J. McCormick emphasizes how the American system worked
well in Post-War Asia concentrating its energy to revive Japan as its
partnersharing and creating a new co-prosperity sphere. China is described
to be “unimportant” both politically and economically. Bur in his latest
book, America’s Half Century, the year 1947 when the Chinese Civil War
broke out was emphasized, because it was considered to be the turning-
point of American policy toward Asia. Its concern was described to have
shifted from China toward Japan. That was why the adoption of Dodge
Plan was called “reverse course”. On the contrary in today’s paper, he
regards 1945, the year of Japan's defeat, as an epoch-making year of
American foreign policy in Asia. He asserts that “the restoration of
Japan’s political stability and economic power” was the single and over-
riding objective in Asia and its policy was “consistent throughout.” The
former assertion on the change of US policy linked with Chinese reality
obviously have toned down. Other parts of Asia including China have
become important only in terms of contributing Japan's restoration.

I was certainly so much impressed with his content with abundant
figures proving how Japan was recovered by being a best partner of US in
the framework of its world system. But a simple question remains. What
was the decisive advantage of US ? My question goes so far as follows.
What was and has been China for US ? How and to what degree did US

value China as its market ? Was it inevitable that US lost China for



about 30 years ? When we witness the exceptional rise of the Chinese or
Asian economy today, we cannot help reconsidering the meaning of the
loss of China. In this paper, I tried to emphasize that China was and could
have been more important for US as well as Japan, concentrating my
comments on the following three points.

1 China market and American choice between Japan and China

The argument that China was “unimportant” for US is based upon the
low trade rates at that time and the quotation from Acheson’ speech
characterizing China market as of no likelithood of becoming a reality.
However, these quotations are never enough to prove that China was not
important. When we think of American special concern toward Manchu-
ria, it is necessary to give a persuasive explanation of underestimation for
China market. Since US was eager to find a way out of small amount of
trade with China, the presentation of 2-3% trade rates has no meaning.
The speech given by Secretary of States Acheson, responsible for the loss
of China, should have been considered to be a kind of excuse by the side
of authorities concerned. For the reasons mentioned above, I am not con-
vinced yet why Prof. McCormick only sticks logically to Japanese matter
by stopping saying US policy was linked more with Chinese matter. I'd
rather claim that China was as important as Japan througout, typically
shown in the Big Four Plan by Pres. Roosevelt .

Sino-American relation had been generally friendly throughout the
century before US placed China out of its system around 1949. Since then
it became a diplomaticaly hostile one until 1979. What brought about the
hostile 30 years? We can say US faced with two alternatives whether to
choose China or Japan twice, in 1937-41 and in 1945-47. In the first phase,
US did not decide to open war with Japan until its vested interests in the
Pacific was infringed. Though US politically gave an friendly aid to

China, it had given a priority to maintain the economic relationship with



Japan unitil the very last moment, sacrificing Chinese fighting strength.
In the second phase, it was possible that US might have chosen China as
its partner even after 1945. Firstly because Marshall Mission, dispatched
after Japanese defeat in order to talk about creating a coalition govern-
ment, was evidently a symptom of the American policy to reconcile con-
flicting Parties. Secondly because the CCP in a difficult position might
have compromised at its best under the circumstances of temporal détente
between US and USSR. Therefore, 1945 was the year less decisive than
coming two years for US and China.
2 the loss of China

Was the loss of China inevitable? This problem can be concentrated on
the US-CCP relation. When we trace their relation after 1935, we might
safely say that the mutual understandings were not generally so bad until
around 1946. There existed the possibility that US would shake hands with
the CCP. The Pro-CCP American officials had steadily had a voice in
Chongging. US did her best to reconcile the KMT and the CCP trying to
create a coalition government. As a result of her efforts, however, US
neither suceeded in pursuading the KMT to abandon its despotic rule and
to fulfill democracy claimed for by the CCP and other democrats so-called
a “Third Force”, nor actualize its coalition-government plan. In the end,
US lost its influence toward mainland China with Chiang Kai-shek,
obsessed by the fear that the communist China might turn out to be a
Red Monster. The US-CCP relation became so bad as to call one another
“main enemy”. Therefore, 1946-47 when the Chinese Civil War broke out
can be regarded as a turning point of US policy to China(=the CCP).
Next, let me think about the cause of its failure.
3 Chinese nationalism

US failed to understand the Chinese nationalism on the whole. In other

words, US did not grasp the essense of the CCP. The crutial point disputed



between the KMT and the CCP at that time was on the way how to
integrate and organize the mass nationalism claiming for the formation of
anti-Japanese united front and the national integration as a whole. The
KMT clung to the admonitory rule from above while the CCP and the
other democrats advocated to establish from below a democratic political
system. As other referred, Mao interpreted Marxism after his own way
and made out his own Marxism. The main agenda for Mao at that time
was how to overcome the internationalism in it. Nationalism was the
most concerned matter for the CCP and the Chinese people in general. US
failed to identify it and lowered its fame as a “friendly” nation for
China, giving aid to the KMT government. The tragedy of Chinese nation-
alism is the outbreak of the Korean War soon after the CCP came to
power. Worse than all, US took the policy irritating Chinese nationalism
again, separating Taiwan from the mainland. The framework of the Cold
War in Asia was thus set up.

Chinese nationalism became a problem of today as well-known, affer Us
lost its hegemony and and China came back into the world system. I
would say it is important and worth while to consider the meaning of

Chinese nationalism again.





