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Ramayana Legends prevailed in
Southeast Asia (2)

OHNO Toru

In this chapter, the author intends to introduce several peculiarities
found in the vernacular versions of Ramayana from Thai, Cambodia and
Laos.

It is possible to say that one of the most distinguished features of the
Ramakien is that the Ramayana of Thai commences with the Uttara-
Kanda, the origin of Thosakan (Dasakantha or Ravana) and his families
in particular, which is the Last Book of the Sanskrit Ramayana corﬁposed
by Valmiki. The Ramakien deals with Thosakan as a half-brother of
Kuperan (Kubera) in the same manner like that of Valmiki’s Ramayana.
Thosakan is described, in the Ramakien, to have been Phra Isuan’s gate-
keeper named Nonthok (Nandaka) in his previous life. Thosakan’s wife,
Mantho (Mandodari) is said to have been a female frog and created into
a beautiful maiden by four sages to whom she had warned a danger with
her own death. As to the origin of Phali (Valin) and Sukhrip (Sugriva),
the Ramakien states that they are adulterous sons born of Kala Acana,
King Khodam'’s wife, and Phra In (Indra) and also Phra Athit (Aditya).
They become monkeys as the result of a curse made by King Khodam.
Hanuman is born of Sawaha (Svaha), king Khodam's daughter, who
remained standing on one leg and opening her mouth as a punishment for
revealing her mother’s infidelity. Sita is regarded, in the Ramakien, to be
the reincarnation of Laksmi, Phra Narai's consort, and born as a daughter

of Montho and Thosakan. She is considered to be inauspicious for her
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father and put in an urn and thrown into the sea.

It is pointed out that the following accounts are the prominent features

of the Ramakien.

1.

Before the archery contest, Prince Rama and Sita notice each other

and fall in love, as found in Tamil version of Kamban.

. Sammanakha (Surpanakha), Thosakan’s sister, has both husband and

a son. Her son Kumphakat is unintentionally killed by Laksmana. Her
husband Jivha is ordered by Thosakan to guard the Langka Palace
druing Thosakan’s. absence and killed'accidentally by Thosakan when

Jivha guards the palace with his lengthened tongue.

. Rama ties a piece of white cloth around the right wrist of Sukhrip for

the purpose of distinguishing Sukhrip from Phali during their duel.

. Sang Aditya has a miraculous glass which burns everything when it

reflects. Ongkot (Angada) disguises himself as Sang Aditya's subordi-
nate and flys to the Brahma in order to deflaud him of the glass.

. Maiyarab, the King of the Nether World (Patal) has a magic powder

with which he can induce everyone sleep. He succeeds to hypnotize
Simian army and abducts Rama to his underground kingdom in order
to boil him alive next day. Hanuman goes down through a hollow of
a lotus stalk to the region of Patal and rescues Rama after killing

Maiyarab.

. During his stay in Langka, Hanuman ties up Thosakan's hairs with

those of his wife Montho. The knot can not be untied until Montho

strikes on Thosakan’s head three times.

. By order of Thosakan, Benyakay, Phiphek’s daughter, assumes Sita's

form pretending dead and floats in the waters near Rama’s camp.
Hanuman lifts up the sham corpse, places it upon a burning pyre and

exposes her trickery finally.

. When Ongkot is sent to Thosakan’s palace as Rama’s emissary, he
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10.

11.

12.

lengthens his tail and rolls it up until it reaches as high as Thosakan'’s
throne.

. When Kumphakan, Thosakan’s younger brother, performs a sacrifice

with the intention of evoking a magical power of his spear
Mokkhasakti, Hanuman assumes the shape of a dog carcass, while
Ongkot becomes a crow ‘and disturbs Kumphakan’s ceremony.
Phiphek, another brother of Thosakan, tells Rama that Thosakan’s
soul had been takc;n out of his body and kept in a receptacle of which
his precepter Khobutacan takes charge. Hanuman and Ongkot go to
Khobutacan and defraud him of the receptacle. When Rama looses
Brahmastra from his bow aiming at Thosakan, Hanuman crushes the
receptacle containing Thosakan’s soul.

Adun, a daughter of Sammanakha, assumes the form of the palace
maid, urges Sita to draw Thosakan’s portrait on a slate. Rama finds
the slate under the bed, gets furious and orders Laksamana to take
Sita away and put her to death.

Sita takes shelter in the hermitage of sage Wachamarik (Vajmriga)
and gives birth to a son to whom she gives a name Monkut. The sage
creates another baby named Loph (Lova) by drawing a figure of
Monkut on a slate. In Valmiki's Ramayana, Sita gave birth to twin
sons.

It is interesting to note that the general composition and order of

arrangement of Reamker, Khmer Ramayana, are almost identical with

those of Valmiki’s Ramayana. It is significant, however, that the

Reamker text edited by 1'Institut Bouddhique de Phnompenh is composed

of 16 fascicules numbering from part 1 to 10 and part 75 to 80. The

former portion comprised from part 1 to 10 begins with the account of

Ram (Rama)’s contribution toward his precepter, the ascetic Bisvamitr,

by destroying a demon Kakanasur in the form of crow and results in the
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account of Rab (Ravana)’s decision to request his friend Mulaphalam

outside of Cakraval to give military assistance to him. The latter portion

comprised from part 75 to 80 commences with the account of Sita’s ban-

ishment of Ram for drawing a portrait of Rab in compliance with a

request from a demoness Atul and ends with the description of Sita’s

descending down to the Underworld with the intention of separation from

Ram. It draws our attention to the fact that the events from part 11 to

74 are missing in Reamker-Ramayana. The missing portion seems to be

plenty so far as the part numbers are concerned. It is possible and

probable that the missing portion is composed of the final combats
betrween Ram and Rab and Rab’s death. What concerns us here is the fact

that the space devoting to these accounts is by no means enormous. As a

matter of course, it may be instructive to consider that the earlier compo-

sition and the later composition are derived from different origins respec-
tively.
The following facts are the main features found in the Khmer

Ramayana.

1. Sita is discovered from the inside of a lotus flower during the royal
ceremony of ploughing carried out by Janaka, King of Mithila.

2. When a demoness Surapanakha assumes the form of a beautiful
woman and seduces Ram persistently, Laksm cuts off her hands and
shaves her head. In Valmiki's Ramayana, Laksmana deforms
Surpanakha by cutting off her ears and nose.

3. Laksm makes a garland for Sugrib for the purpose of destinguishing
monkey brothers in their duel. This episode can not be found in the
Valmiki’'s Ramayana.

4. Hanuman ties up Rab’s hairs with those of Mandogiri. This episode is
found likewise in Thai version of Ramakien.

5. A she-demon Atul assuming a human form persuades Sita to draw a
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picture of Rab. Ram becomes angry and gives an order to put her to

death. This episode is quite similar to that of Thai Ramakien.

6. Sita gives birth to a son in the hermitage of a sage Vajjaprit. The
baby is named Ram-Laksm. Since the hermit finds the child disap-
peared during his meditation, he creates another child named Japp-
Laksm. This episode is also found extensively among the vernacular
versions of Malay, Thai and Laos.

There are two different versions of Ramayana in Laos. One is Phra
Lak Phra Lam and another Gvay Dvorahbi. The former found in the
region of Vientiane is popularly known as Phra Lak Phra Lam or Phra
Lam Sadok meaning Rama Jataka. It is found that the origin and geneal-
ogy of Raphphanasuan (Ravana) is mentioned at the beginning in Phra
Lak Phra Lam. The fact that the previous life of Raphphanasuan is dealt
with at the outset of the legend denotes a certain conﬁection with the Thai
version of Ramayana. Another striking feature of Phra Lak Phra Lam is
the fact that the main figures like Phra Lak, Phra Lam, Raphphanasuan,
Phikphi and Inthasi (Indrajit) are described as first cousins each other.
The former state of Raphphanasuan was a Maha Phrom (Maha Brahma)
in the Akanitta Heaven from where he descends on the earth and is born
as a son of Inthapathanakhon’s King Virulaha. It is however the second
time of incarnation for him since the Maha Phrom had been born as a
deformed son named Thao Lun Lu into a farmer’s family in the outskirts
of Inthapathanakhon previously. On the other hand, Phra Lak (Laksmana)
and Phra Lam (Rama) are born as the sons of King Thattarattha. It is
noteworthy that both the King Virulaha of Inthapathanakhon and the
King Thattarattha of the Chantanaburi Sisattanak are sons of
Tapparamensuan, the second generation of the founder of
Inthapathanakhon. Phra Lam maries with Nang Sida, who was born of

Raphphanasuan and his wife Nang Chanta. Since Nang Chanta is an elder
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sister of Phra Lam, Raphphanasuan and Nang Chantha are related each

other at the first cousin, and Phra Lam and Nang Sida are connected with

each other as an uncle and a niece. Conjugal relationship of both couples
may be explained as consanguineous marriage. It is observed however that

a cross-cousin marriage is strictly prohibited among the Lao community.

The following facts can be pointed out as the prominent features of

Phra Lak Phra Lam.

1. Hullaman (Hanuman) is born of Nang Phengsi, a daughter of King of
Kasi, and Phra Lam. Nang Phensi and Phra Lam turned into monkeys
after eating Nikhot fruit. The metamorphosis motif can be seen
among the vernancular versions of Java and Malay.

2. Raphphanasuan transforms himself as a golden deer in an attempt to
entice Phra Lam and Phra Lak away.

3. Two monkeys, Thao Khuan Thao Fa and Hullaman are sent to Langka
in search of Nang Sida. No description regarding Thao Khuan Thao Fa
can be found in Valmiki's Ramayana.

4. Hullaman and Thao Khuan Thao Fa sever Khun Sivha's tongue which
he had stretched to form a bridge in order to trap Phra Lam’s army.
The Thai version of Ramakien deals with Jivha as a devoted guardian
of Langka palace where he covered with his stretched tongue and
severed by mistake by Thosakan.

5. Phraya Chan, Raphphanasuan’s general, transforms a banana trunk
into the dead body of Nang Sida and floats it towards Phra Lam’s
‘camp with a rumour of Sida’'s suicide.

6. Phraya Pattalum, King of the Underworld, abducts Phra Lam whom
Hullaman rescues through a hole of a lotus stalk. This episode is
broadly prevalent in Southeast Asian region.

7. The episode that Hullaman ties up Raphphanasuan’s hairs with those

of Nang Suddho is also widely known among the vernacular versions
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of Southeast Asia.

8. The metamorphosis motif is comparatively wide spread in Southeast
Asia. This may be explained in Phra Lak Phra Lam by the fact that
Hullaman turns finally into a man after eating Nikhot fruit.

9. In Phra Lak Phra Lam, too, Nang Sida is banished by Rama for
having drawn a portrait of Raphphanasuan. It is not mentioned at all
in Valmiki’s Sanskrit version.

10. Nang Sida gives birth to a son named Phra But in the hermitage of
her foster father. The sage makes a wooden image of him and gives
life to the image. The motif of creating the second child is broadly
.prevalent in southeast Asian region. This child is named Phra Hup in
Phra Lak Phra Lam.

Another version of Laos Ramayana is known under the title of Gvay
Dvorahbi meaning Water Buffalo Thoraphi. It is said that the original
palm leaf manuscript of Gvay Dvorahbi is written in the Yuan script and
preserved in the Royal Palace, Luang Prabang. It is interesting to note
that the Gvay Dvorahbi- commences, like Phra Lak Phra Lam and
Ramakien, with the genealogies of the chief figures such as Rabahnasvn
(Ravana), Bikbi, Bari, Sugip, Blahmahraj and Rakkhanahah. Another
noteworthy fact draws our attention to their relationships. Three from the
Catur-Maharajas of Buddhist texts, namely Dattahratthah, Vilunlahhah
and Viruppakkhah are sons of King Tappahramensvn who descended from
the heaven in order to be a man on the ground. The eldest son,
Dattaratthah, has three children, Bali, Sugip and Nang Kasi. Another son
Virunlahhah of Langka Kingdom has three sons: Rabahnasvn (Ravana),
Bikbi (Vibhisana) and Indahjik (Indrajit). The youngest son, Virﬁppakkha
has two sons: Blammahraj and Rakkhahnah. It is therefore evident that
the main figures of Gvay Dvorahbi are cousins each other like those in
Phra Lak Phra Lam. The Catur-Maharajas call our attention to the fact
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that they are regarded to guard the four cardinal directions and govern

four kinds of demi-gods and demons like Gandharva (East), Kumbhanda
(South), Naga (West) and Yaksa (North) in the Buddhist cosmology.

The following facts should be taken into consideration as the main

features of Gvay Dvorahbi.

1.

The previous state of Nang Sita was Nang Sujata who was the first
of four billions and five million maids in waiting for Lord In. Sujata
reincarnates herself on the lap of King Rabahnasvn. She is considered
to cause king’s death. Therefore she is placed in a golden casket, put
on a raft and casted adrift on the ocean. When a hermit
Kassahparahsi opened the casket and found a small princess in it, she
was the posuture of raising her hands to rub (Si) her eyes (Ta). She
was named Nang Sita. Though it is not described in Valmiki’s version,
the motif of Sita’s foundling is widely found in vernacular versions of
Southeast Asia.

. The God In transforms himself into a golden deer in order to expedite

Sita to annihilate Rabahnasvn.

. Nandiyak had a poisonous hand, with which he pointed at anybody,

that person died at once. Nandiyak immitated dancing of Nang
Gandahbi and died by pointing her own fingers at her head.

Onggot and Hvolahman are born from the semens of King
Dattahratthah.

. When Hvolahman sees the Sun emerging from the summit of the

mountain, he jumps at the Sun God’s chariot considering it as a ripe

fig and dries up.

. Sita draws a portrait of Rabahnasvn on a stone slab at the request of

palace maidens. She is condemned to death by Phra Lam.

. Sita gives birth to a son named Bah Put. The hermit draws a portrait

of Bah Put on a door panel and animates it. The second child thus
created is named Bah Rup.
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