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The Growing Vulnerability of the United States
and Eisenhower’s Continental Defense Policy,

1953 —1954

YAMADA, Yasuhiro

The Soviet explosion of the hydrogen bomb in August 1953 and
growing Soviet air forces stirred serious concerns over the vulnerability of
the United States against the Soviet nuclear attack. This paper examines

President Eisenhower’s reaction to the growing Soviet nuclear threat and
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his efforts to reduce U.S. vulnerability during 1953-1954. The major thesis
of this article is that in 1954 the Eisenhower administration began to pay
much more attention than ever to reducing the vulnerability of U.S.
retaliatory forces, giving new emphasis on continental defense efforts.
With the extensive use of documents compiled in the Foreign Relations
of the United States series and materials at the Eisenhower Library,
Abilene, Kansas, this paper attempts to shed new light on 1) U.S.-NATO
relationships over U.S. continental defense efforts, 2) the shift of ‘
attention in Eisenhower’'s continental defense policy from reducing the
vulnerability of the United States to protecting and giving alerts to U.S.
retaliatory forces, and 3) the increaseing emphasis on invulnerable striking
forces and continental defense in the New Look strategy in the coming era

of mutual deterrence between the United States and the Soviet Union.
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