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Cold War Studies and
The Post-Cold War World

KAN Hideki

The article looks into the recent debates and interpretations that involve the
ending of the Cold War. It addresses three related questions; the first one is
related to the changes of the Cold War structure of international politics and
the kind of factors (forces) that have contributed to the ending of the Cold
War. The second concerns the evaluations of the Cold War in the history of
international politics, in which we will critically examine various assertions
such as John. L. Gaddis’ ‘the Cold War as the Long Peace’, John Muller’s
‘the Cold War as the end of the era of world wars’, and Francis Fukuyama’s
‘the Cold War as the triumph of liberalism’. The third is an attempt to relate
the discussions of those assertions examined above to the observations of the
nature of the post-Cold War international society in which the liberal peace
theory, the stabilizing or destabilizing effects of the bipolar nuclear structure,
and Muller’s general stability theory will be discussed to see to what extent
these theories are relevant to understanding the nature of the post-Cold War
international society.

As for the first, an attempt was made to periodize the Soviet-American
relations after World War Il, having in mind the dynamics of forces that led
to the end of the Cold War. The primary focus was upon placing detente in
the proper perspective of the Cold War history. In other words, the evolution
of the Cold War was seen as the process through which both superpowers
tried to regulate and institutionalize the conflict by recognizing issues/areas

of mutual interests and expanding them while the fundamental adversarial



relationships remained unchanged. The emergence of superpower detente was
inseparably linked with the erosion of the Cold War structure and the
analysis of it reveals the forces that ended the Cold War and helps us
understand the important elements that will influence and define the nature of
the post-Cold War world society. An examination of the first question lays
the ground for the evaluations of the Cold War from a long-term perspective,
The article refutes the Long Peace theory and its underlying assumptions of
the post-World War Il international politics, particularly its reliance on
nuclear deterrence as the key factor that assured the postwar peace as well as
its implications. We argue that the ending of the Cold War was brought
about by the historical forces that traced back beyond the outbreak of World
War 11, that is, the forces of nationalism and anti-colonialism and the
ever-increasing destructiveness of modern weapons as well as those forces
that became more pronounced after the beginning of the Cold War, such as
the growing interdependence and the changing nature of power, the increasing
trend toward integration as manifested in Western Europe, and the erosion of
the bipolar structure of world politics accompanied by the relative decline of
the nation-state. The analysis of those forces seem to confirm the relevance of
Muller’s general peace as the important features of the Cold War period that
reflect the deeper and long-term historical forces rather than support Gaddis’
characterization of the long peace as the product of the bipolar structure
bolstered by the nuclear balance unique to the post-World War Il period. The
democratic peace theory advocated by the proponents of liberalism not only
needs more substantiation but is flawed because the definition of liberal
democracy differs among proponents themselves as well as the proponents
and critics. The significance of the theory is also lessened because it admits
that liberal democracies were prone to fight non-democracies. It is here that
the major task of the post-Cold War society lie; the increasing gap between

rich and poor, and the perennial human sacrifices caused by ethnic, religious



and economic conflicts in the third world. The democratic peace theory does
not offer a realistic way out of the most pressing and importnt realities of

international society that confront us today.



