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£1 A-ZALRSUTOETBEEHBOTE

South &

UK Other EEC Japan SE Asia USA

(a) Exports

1913 44.0 31.7 1.8 4.0 34
1919-20 — 1921 - 22 50.3 14.6 4.5 6.1 9.7
1928 - 29 — 1930 - 31 46.2 21.3 74 54 38
1937 - 38 — 1938 - 39 52.0 11.6 36 3.0 10.2
1949 - 50 394 189 4.0 11.1 8.2
1959 - 60 26.4 18.7 144 84 8.1
1969 -170 11.8 10.9 25.0 12.3 134
1979 - 80 5.0 9.3 26.9 13.0 10.8
1989 -90 3.5 10.4 26.1 18.7 10.9
(b) Imports

1913 51.8 13.0 1.2 5.0 13.7
1919 - 20— 1921 - 22 45.9 3.3 3.6 6.7 21.5
1928 —29 — 1930 - 31 40.1 7.7 34 4.3 23.0
1937 -~ 38 — 1938 - 39 40.1 6.5 44 3.0 15.0
1949 -50 53.1 6.3 1.3 13.5 9.9
1959 - 60 35.7 11.7 4.5 11.3 16.2
1969 - 70 21.8 12.8 124 6.5 24.9
1979 - 80 10.2 134 15.6 124 22.1
1989 - 90 6.5 15.5 19.2 12.1 24.1

Source : For years 1913 to 1939, B. Dyster and D. Meredith, Australia in the Interndtional
Economy in the Twentieth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1990) and Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, Trade and Customs
and Excise Revenue of the Commonwealth of Australia (various years). For
subsequent years, R. A. Foster and S. E. Stewart, Australian Economic Statistics
1949-50 to 1989-90 (Sydny : Reserve Bank of Australia Occasional Paper No.
8, February 1991).
Hi#) Ravenhill, ], “Economic Objective”, in Mediansky, F. A. (ed.), Australian in A
Changing World: New Foreign Policy Directions (Botany Bay, NSW, Aust.:
Maxwell Macmillan Publishing Australia Pty. Ltd., 1992), p.107. » 53|,
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Australia and Asia-Pacific Region:
From the Recognition of the “Threat” to the “Symbiosis”

KAWARA Masami

The purpose of this paper is to consider how Australia has inteded to
act as an Asia-Pacific Nation.

Before turning to the main subject, I must refer to the nature of
Australian foreign policy, the dependence on a “big powerful friend”. The
nature has effected on every Australian foreign policy from the colonial
era. The “big powerful friend” had been the United Kingdom until World
War II, and after that time the United States in the security field.

Then, return to my main subject.

I will demonstrate that Australia has come to act as an Asia-Pacific
nation through several phases.

The first phase is the period that the two basic attitudes to the region
had been formative. One is “White Australia Policy” and another is
“Australian Monroe Doctrine”. This stage corresponds to the colonial era,
and had developed with the process of the founding of the Commonwealth.
From that time on, Australia has recognaized the region as the field of
“threat”.

The next phase is the period that Australia’s concern had focused on
how to deal with the expansionism of militarised Japan. This phase
strictly corresponds to the period from the Japanese winning of Sino-
Japanese War to the loss of World War II.

The< third phase is the period that Australia had tried to carry out

somewhat independent Asia-Pacific policy for a time. Because both objects
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of dependence and threat had been transforming as a result of World War
II.

The fourth phase is the period that Australia’s concern had focused on
how to deal with the penetration of communism in the Asia-Pacific
region. The ANZUS and SEATO system had been built and Australia
positively taken “forward defence strategy” and “quid pro quo strategy”.
This phase almost corresponds to first cold war, more exactly from the
appearence of Communist China to the interruption of long term conserva-
tive’s administration because of the change of American policy for Asia,
especially Nixon’s Guam Doctrine and the restoration of relations with
China.

The fifth phase is the period that Australia had started the independent
policy for Asia-Pacific Region. The long-running “White Australia Policy”
was abandoned formally. But this phase had the limitation from the lack
of laying emphasis on this region’s interest. Particularly, the latter half
of this period of Fraser conservative’s government, the attitude to this
region had step back to more strategical one, because the international
political environment had gotten worse such as Soviet invasion on
Afganistan and Vietnam’s on Cambodia. This stage had finished with
changing the government to the Labor’s.

The going sixth phase is the period that Australia emphasizes the
identity as an Asia-Pacific nation. In this phase, her relations with north
neigboring countries are developing in various field, not only political
economical but also cultural and educational one.

I think that the recent tendency of Australia’s action as an Asia-Pacific
nation will be irreversible in spite of any difficulties. Because Australia

has come to recognize the region as the field of “symbiosis”.
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