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Ramayana Legends prevailed in Southeast Asia (4)
—Lanka Xiho, the Tai Lu version of Rama story—

OHNO Toru

The fact that Tai Lu people living mainly in .the Xishuangbanna
district, Yunan province, China, possess their own Rama story called
“Lanka Xiho”, has been introduced for the first time in Japan by the late
professor INAMOTO Hiroshi in his book entitled “Ramayana” published
by Heibonsha, Tokyo, 1985 in pp-338-352. It is not so difficult for us to
know the plot of the Tai Lu version of Rama story “Lanka Xiho”, since
it has been translated into Chinese and published by Yunnan Peoples
Publishing Co, in 1981. It is obvious that the title “Lanka Xiho” denotes
the Ten Heads of Lanka.

On a comparative study with other Southeast Asian versions of Rama
story, the following are found to be the prominent features of Lanka
Xiho.

I. The story commencing with Uttara Kanda

The most noteworthy feature of Lanka Xiho is that it commences
with Uttara Kanda, the Last Book of Valmiki Ramayana. In the
beginning of Lanka Xiho can be seen the detailed accounts of Pengmajia
(Ravana), such as genealogy of Pengmajia, the naissance of Pengmajia,
attainment of his invulnerability, practices of his polygamy.

It draws our attention to the fact that the early history of Ravana is
dealt with in the first chapter in almost all the Southeast Asian versions

of Rama story such as Serat Kanda (Java), Hikayat Sri Rama (Malay),
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Maha Ladia Lawana (Philippines), Phra Lak Phra Lam (Vientiane),
Phralak Phralam Phommachak (Muongsing), Rama Wutthu (Burma),

Rama Thagyin (Burma), and Rama Yagan (Burma).

. The names corresponding to those of Laos and of Burmese versions

The names of the chief characters in Lanka Xiho are not necessarily
correspondent with those of Valmiki Ramayana. It is interesting to note
that the names of the main characters are in general similar to those
found in Laos(Muongsing version) or Burmese version of Rama story. The
following appear to be noteworthy.

Ravana (Sanskrit) =Pengmajia (Tai Lu) =Phommachak (Laos)

Rama (Sanskrit) =Langma (Tai Lu) =Lamma (Laos)

Vibhisana (Sanskrit) =Biyasha (Tai Lu) =Piyassa (Laos)

Kumbhakarna (Sanskrit) =Gunnaba (Tai Lu) =Khannapa (Laos)

Vali(Sanskrit) =Balimo(Tai Lu) =Parimok (Laos)

Sugriva (Sanskrit) =Galin (Tai Lu) =Kalling (Laos)

Bharata (Sanskrit) =Palada (Tai Lu) =Phalata (Laos)

Janaka (Sanskrit) =Gannaga (Tai Lu) =Kannaka (Laos)

Daéaratha (Sanskrit) =Tadalata (Tai Lu) =Thattatatha (Laos) =

Dathrattha (Burmese)
Laksmana (Sanskrit) =Lagana (Tai Lu) =Lakkhana (Laos) =Lekkhana
(Burmese)
Sarpanakha (Sanskrit) =Dalihada (Tai Lu) =Tharikhata (Laos) =Trigata
(Burmese)
Indrajit (Sanskrit) =Indaxida (Tai Lu) =Inthasitha (Laos) =Endaseitta
(Burmese)

The forms expressed by romanization of chinese scripts do not
represent the phonological value. It must be taken into consideration that

the voiced letters g-, d-, b-, in romanisation denote in fact the voiceless
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non-aspirated consonants and the voiceless letters k-, t-, p-, in romanization
represent the voiceless aspirated consonants kh-, th-, ph-. For example,
therefore, Tadalata in Tai Lu should be understood as Thatalatha and
Dalihada as Talihata.

It becomes evident that the names of the main characters in Lanka
Xiho are similar or at least identical with thosse in Muongsing version of
Laos in general and also with those in Burmese versions of Rama story in
some cases. So far as the names of the chief characters in Lanka Xiho are
concerned, Lanka Xiho run closely parallel with Muongsing version of

Laos and likewise with Burmese versions.

II. Pengmajia born as Maha Brahma’s son

According to the description of Uttara Kanda of Vilmiki Ramayana,
Ravana is the first of the four children born of the Raksasi Kaikasi to
the sage Viérava. Since the sage Viérava is the grandson of Brahma, it is
evident that Ravana is a great grandson of Brahma.

As regards the relationship between Maha Brahma and Ravana, the
Southeast Asian versions of Rama story state that Ravana ia (a) Maha
Brahma’s Grandson (Serat Kanda of Java and Hikayat Sri Rama of
Malay) (b) Maha Brahma’s Son (Muongsing version of Laos and Rama
Wutthu of Burma) and (c) the reincarnation of Maha Brahma himself
(Vientiane version of Laos).

Lanka Xiho mentions Pengmajia as Maha Brahma’s Son. From the
standpoint of Ravana’s relationship, Lanka Xiho is identical with

Muongsing version of Laos and six versions of Burmese Rama story.

IV. The birth episode of Pengmajia
Lanka Xiho describes that Guditila, a daughter of Ba Lanba, The

Raksasa king of Lanka, practices austerities in the forest of
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Imaban (Himalaya) for seven months. Having acknowledged her devotion,
Mahapeng (Maha Brahma) descends from the heaven to the earth.
Guditila offers three sprays of Mango to him, at first a spray bearing ten
fruits, secondly a spray bearing an enormous fruit and at last a spray
bearing a fragrant fruit. Mahapeng strokes her belly three times and
leaves her saying that she will deliver three children. Guditila becomes
pregnant and gives birth to three children. The first born child possesses
ten head, four above centre and three above each shoulder. He is named
Pengmajia (Brahma Cakra), since his father is Mahapeng.

The mango motif can be also seen in Muongsing version of Laos and
three versions of Burmase Rama story, viz. Rama Wutthu, Maha Rama

Wutthu, Rama Thagyin and Alaung Rama Thagyin.

V. Pengmajia’s invincibility bestowed by his father

Lanka Xiho states that Pengmajia along with his two brothers
practise asceticism for five years for the purpose of meeting his father.
Mahapeng appears in front of his children and grants boons to them.
Pengmajia requests invulnerability and is endowed with it with the
exception of the righteous prince, the divine bow called “Ashajian” (Addha
Canda) and the white monkey. He is also permitted to take his soul out
of his body and put it into a divine bow called “Saizaigong”, which was
bestowed him by Mahapeng. The second son “Gunnaba” is granted a right
to sleep for twelve years without interruption. The third son “Biyasha” is
endowed with a divine book and special ability of prophecy.

The similar episode can also be found in Muongsing version of Laos
and four versions of Burmese Rama story. Kampa Ramayana and Hikayat
Sri Rama of Malay depict the motif of Ravana’s severe austerities with
cutting his heads one by one for nine thousand years and eventual attain-

ment of his invulnerability. Nothing can be said about it in Lanka Xiho.
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VI. Nang Xila’s revival under the “Naliben” tree

Lanka Xiho relates that a charming maiden named Nang Xila
practises asceticism under the tree “Naliben”. Pengmajia is captivated
with her beauty and wooed her ardently. Having found unable to escape
from Pengamajia’s disturbance, Nang Xila jumps into fire and is burnt to
death cursing that Pengmajia shall be destroyed by her in next birth.

A similar episode can be seen both in Valmiki and Kampan
Ramayanas. In his Uttara Kanda, Valmiki narrates that Ravana saw a
beautiful girl named Vedavati, engaging in penance. Being smitten with
her beauty, Ravana forcibly seized her by hair. Vedavati kindled a fire to
burn herself for that insult. She will rise prepeatedly like a flame of fire
from the ploughed field. Kampa also gives us an account of Vibhisana
recommending to his brother, Ravana, that Sita was the incarnation of a
woman who had fallen into the fire swearing to destroy Ravana in her
next birth as a revenge for his attempt to violate her.

The episode of committing suicide and the revival or reincarnation of
the previous being of Sita is also described in Muongsing version of Laos,

Kashmir Ramayana and Jaina Ramayana.

VI. Forlorn Xila

It is worth mentioning here that almost all the Southeast Asian
versions of Rama story deal with Forlorn Sita. Lanka Xiho gives account
of the episode that the Naliben tree once reduced to ashes together with
Nang Xila sprouts next spring. Nang Xila also returns to life under the
tree. Pengmajia orders to his retinue to kill her lest her curse should be
effective. Nang Xila is put into a coffin decorated with gold and lacquer
and casts into a river so that she will be drowned. The coffin is conveyed
by waves to the riverbank of Ganaga kingdom. The Ganaga king finds the

coffin radiating dazzling brightness. The king salvages the coffin and
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discovers a female baby sleeping inside. He Brings up her as his foster
daughter.

A similar episode is narrated also in Muongsing version of Laos. An
episode of drifting baby is widely spread among the Southeast Asian
versions of Rama story such as Serat Kanda(Java), Hikayat Sri
Rama(Malay), Ramakien(Thai), Luangphrabang version and Vientiane
version (Laos), Maha Rama Wutthu and Rama Wutthu (Burma).

V. The Incarnation of Bodhisattva as Zhao Langma(Rama)

Zhao Langma’s precedent status is probably one of the most outstand-
ing features peculiar to Lanka Xiho. Rama is said to have been depicted
in the original Valmiki as a human hero of lkshvaku-Kshatrya lineage
with superhuman abilities. He is in Kampa Ramayana recognized as an
incarnation of Vishnu in Human form.

Meanwhile, Lanka Xiho mentions Zhao Langma as the Bodhisattva,
viz. the future Buddha. It is quite significant that both the Vientiane
version of Laos and “Rama Jataka” of Northeastern Thai are composed
of a complete style of Jataka tale with prologue and epilogu, where the
Buddha confesses himself as Rama in his preceding life. As regards to the
main characters in them, Ravana is narrated as the reincarnation of
Devadatta, Dasaratha as the reincarnation of Suddhodhana, Sita as

Upparavaruna and Lakshmana as Ananda.

IX. The incorporation of Sama Jataka into Lanka Xiho

Lanka Xiho contains an account of king Tadalata’s shooting an arrow
against a young hermit whom he misconceived as if he were a deer
drinking water in the stream. This is considered to be an incorporation of
Sama Jataka into Lanka Xiho.

A similar eepisode is dealt with also in Burmese versions of Rama
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story. The life of the hermit is saved as the king tried his best to rescue
in Lanka Xiho. meanwhile, the young hermit, in Burmese version likewise
in those of Valmiki, Kampan and Tulsi Das Ramayanas, loses his life by

an effect of violent poison of his arrow.

X. Zhao Langma’s birth story

According to the descriptions of Valmiki and Kampan Ramayanas,
the king Daéaratha pines for the birth of a son. He performs a sacrifice
for obtaining a son. A hugh dark figure rises from the sacrificial flame,
holding in his both hands a large golden cup containning celestial rice
boiled with sugar and milk. Daéaratha distributes the divine food among
his three queens. Rama is born to Kausalya, Laksmana and Satrughna to
Sumitra and Bharata to Kaikeyi.

Lanka Xiho describes Zhao Langma’s birth story in connection with
king Tadalata’s mischievous conduct against a young hermit whom he
shots an arrow. The hermit recovered from his serious injury by virtue of
king’s care, grants a boon to the king. Tadalata asks him the method to
get his successor. The hermit gives him two plantains saying that the
bananas should be given to his consorts. The king hands over two bananas
to two queens: one to the first queen Nang Sugandi and the other to the
third queen Nang Jiexi. Both queens divide their bananas into halves and
deliver to the second queen, Nang Sumida. The three queens become
pregnant concurrently and give birth to four children. Prince Zhao Langma
is born of Nang Sugandi, Palada of Nang Jiexi, Lagana and Shadaluga are
born of Nang Sumida as twin brothers.

An account of partaking plantains by Dasaratha’s three consorts is

narrated also in four Burmese versions of Rama story.
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XI. Twelve years as the period of the banishment of Zhao Langma

It is generally known that the period of Rama’s exile is fourteen
years, all in Valmiki, Kampan, Adhyatma and Tulsi Das Ramayanas. The
period of the banishment of Rama is stated as fourteen years in Thai
Ramakien and Khmer Reamker, too.

Lanka Xiho describes that as the queen Nang Jiexi raises an objection
to king’s decision to have Zhao langma succeed him. She demands her son
Palada’s coronation and Zhao Langma’s exile into a forest for twelve
years. The period twelve years of banishment in Lanka Xiho is identical
with that in Muongsing version and six versions of Burmese Rama story.
The period of twelve years tallies with the descriptions of Daédaratha Ja

taka and Jaina version of Ramayana, too.

XI. Consanguineous relationship between Dalihada and Xieda, Dulasha

Valmiki narrates Sirpanakha as Ravapa’s sister. She has four other
brothers, namely Kumbhakarpa, Vibhishana, Khara and Dushana. Kampa
also describes Sarpanakhi as Ravana’s younger sister and Disapa is
Khara's younger brother. Lanka Xiho states that Xieda(Khara) and
Dulasha (Dushana) are Dalihada’s children. Dalihada is a younger sister of
Ba Lamba, the former king of Lanka. She is granted by Pengmajia, that
she has a full authority over all the living creatures with two legs and
four legs. Having found Zhao Langma and his two companions entering
her domain, Dalihada with her two children launch to assault upon three
human beings as their foods, since they are permitted to seize any invader
to their realm. Zhao Langma and Lagana slay Dalihada’s children with
their sharp arrows.

The Rama Wutthu of Burma mentions that Trigatha (Sirpanakha) has
two sons named Khar and Dutta. Muongsing Version of Laos relates that

Khara and Dusha are Trigatha’s daughters.
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X0. Dalihada’s transformation into a golden hind

Lanka Xiho describes that having seen slayed her children, Dalihada
takes flight to Lanka and reports with sorrow to Pengmajia that her two
children were killed by two human beings accompanying an extraordinary
beautiful woman. She requests Pengmajia to abduct the woman in order to
take revenge for her children’s death. Since Pengmajia realizes that the
three human beings are Zhao Langma and his wife Nang Xila together
with his brother Lagana, he hesitates to comply with the request of
Dalihada. Being aware of Pengmajia’s reluctant attitude, Dalihada
suggests him that she transforms herself into a golden hind in order to
entice Zhao Langma and Lagana to the place far from Nang Xila.
Pengmajia consents to her suggestion and goes to the forest accompanied
with her. Dalihada assumes the form of a beautiful hind and appears in
front of Nang Xila. Being attracted the hind, she asks Zhao Langma to
capture it for her. Zhao Langma chases the hind and eventually shoots it
with his arrow.

A similar episode can be found also in Muongsing version of Laos and

seven versions of Burmese Rama story.

XV. The magic circle drawn around Nang Xila

Lanka Xiho gives an account of a magic circle drawn by Lagana
around Nang Xila. Having been shot by Zhao Langma with his arrow,
Dalihada screams imitating Zhao Langma’s voice. It sounds to Nang Xila
as if it were Zhao Langma’s voice calling for rescue. Nang Xila urges
Lagana to go for his elder brother’s help. Before his departure, Lagana
draws with his arrow a magic circle around Nang Xila and entrusts her
protection to the Goddess of the Earth. He warns Nang Xila not to go
beyond it whatever be happened. Immediately after Lagana’s departure,

appears Pengmajia to seize Nang Xila. Since the Goddess of the Earth
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takes a firm hold of Nang Xila’s legs, she stands there as firm as a rock.
Having seen Lagana’s arrival, Zhao Langmé, rebukes him for his abandon-
ment of Nang Xila’s protection and stamps the ground violently. Feeling
to have been insulted by Zhao Langma, the Goddess of the Earth loosens
holding Xila’s legs. At that moment, disappears the magic circle around
Nang Xila. Pengamajia can seize Nang Xila with ease and carries her to
Lanka with his flying chariot, fusaledi(Puspaka).

The descriptions of the magic circle around Sita are widely found in
the Southeast Asian versions of Rama story such as Serat Kanda(Java),
Hikayat Sri Rama(Malay) and seven versions. of Burmese Rama story.
Muongsing version of Laos alone deals with an account of Sita’s trust to
the Goddess of the Earth, Nang Thorani, like that of Lanka Xiho.

IV. Zhao Langma’s encounter with Galin(Sugriva)

It is Hanuman, both in Valmiki and Kampan Ramayanas, who
attempts at first to talk with Rama and Laksmana. He assumes the guise
of a brahman youth and inquires who they are.

Lanka Xiho narrates that having searched Nang Xila, Zhao Langma
and Lagana come to a cool shade of a big tree in order to take rest. Zhao
Langma soon begins to sleep in the lap of Lagana. Lagana takes off his
upper garment and covers the exposed part of Zhao Langma’s body lest
mosquitoes and horseflies should assault on him. A gigantic gatfly
assaults Lagana. Blood begins to stream from his naked back. Bearing
with a dreadful pain, Lagana never move his thighs, being afraid of Zhao
Langma’s sudden awakening. Having been deeply impressed by the
benevolent attitude of Lagana toward his brother, Galin, sitting on the
top of the tree, begins to weep. His tears drop down in torrent on Zhao
Langn;a’s breast and awake him.

A similar episode can be observed also in Burmese versions. Though
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Alaung Rama Thagyin alone describes the gatfly as an ordinary size,
Rama Thagyin, Rama Yagan, Maha Rama Wutthu and Rama Wutthu

emphasize that the gatfly is as big as a cow.

XW. The distances to be able to jump by monkey military officers

Lanka Xiho mentions the jumping abilities of the monkey officers.
Lanka island is three thousand Yue(Yojana) far from the continent.
Galin, the general commander of monkey army, inquires to each officer
how long they will be able to jump. Lata replies that he can jump 30 yue.
Kamuda 40 yue, Manila 50 yue, Mami 60 yue, Wangguo 70 yue and even
the monkey monarch Galin 70 yue. Nobody can jump over the ocean. It is
eventually found that Anuman, the son of the God of Wind, Pawenna, has
an ability to jump over three thousand yue.

The account of the jumping abilities of monkey officers is described
also in three_versions of Burmese Rama story. Rama Wutthu and Maha
Rama Wutthu depict the distance between the continent and Lanka island
as one hundred Yojanas. The Jumping distance of Nala is 10 Yojana, Nila
20, Kamuka 40, Zambuman 80. Hanuman is recommended by Zambuman as
the owner of the supernatural power. Rama Thagyin relates also the
distance from the main land to Lanka as one hundred Yojanas. It becomes
clear that the jumping distance of Ngamoutta is 40 Yojanas, Wunshwe 50,
Mekkata Nayeda 60, Nalane 70, Anupata, Anuhita and Anukhana 80, and
Hanuman 90 Yojanas. Zambuman reveals that Hanuman is the son of the
God of Wind and possesses the supernatural ability. Valmiki also narrates
the jumping abilities of each Vanaras. Jambavan tells Rama with regard

to the birth story of Hanuman and his strength and invincibility.

XM. Nang Xila’s hairs consigned to Anuman

It is found, in Valmiki, that Rama gives a ring to Hanuman as an
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evidence by which Sita will recognize him as trustworthy emissary from
Rama. On return journey, Hanuman brings a headgear of Sita back to
Rama.

Lanka Xiho states that having arrived at Lanka, Anuman meets Nang
Xila and hands Zhao Langma’s ring to her as a token of Zhao Langma’s
emissary. On return Journey, he carries seven hairs of Nang Xila away to
Zhao Langma as the evidence of Xila in life. A similar episode can be
found also in four versions of Burmese Rama story. The number of hairs
which Hanuman entursted is, however, 7 both in Rama Wutthu and Maha

Rama Wutthu, and 10 in Alaung Rama Thagyin.

M. Lagana by no means looking at the face of any woman during past
twelve years

Both Valmiki and Kampan Ramayanas mention that Indrajit, Ravana’s
son, is an expert in the employment of the black art and invincible. He
falls ultimately a headless corpse by an arrow from Laksmana’s bow.

According to the descriptions of Lanka Xiho, the most fearful ability
of Indaxida is his miraculous power of becoming invisible from human
sight. Nobody can see him except the one who have not seen any woman’s
face at all during past twelve years. Lagana is proved to have been such
a person. He finds out the figure of Indaxida who retreats into a cloud.
Zhao Langma shoots his arrow toward the direction where Lagana points
with his index finger. Having been severed his head from his torso,
Indaxita falls to the ground. A similar episode can be seen also in five
versions of Burmese Rama story, Mon version “Loik Samoing Ram” and

the Bengali Ramayana.
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Conclusion

On a comparative study of Lanka Xiho with the Southeast Asian
versions of Rama story, the following features attract our attention. (1)
the story commencing with Uttara Kanda, (2) the names of the main
characters in Lanka Xiho corresponding to those in Laos and Burmese
versions, (3) Ravana born as Maha Brahma’s Son, (4) Ravana’s birth
story, (5) Ravana’s invincibility bestowed by Maha Brahma, (6) Sita’s
revival or reincarnation, (7) forlorn Sita, (8) Rama’s previous status as
the Bodhisattva, (39) the incorporation of Sama Jataka, (10) Ravana’s
naissance, (11) twelve years as the period of Rama’s banishment, (12)
consanguineous relationship between Siarpanakha and Khara, Dushana,
(13) Sarpanakha’s transformation into a golden hind, (14) the magic
circle drawn around Sita, (15) Rama’s encounter with Sugriva, (16) the
distance to be able to jump by monkey military officers, (17) Sita’s hairs
consigned to Hanuman, (18) Laksmanpa by no means looking at any
woman'’s face for twelve years.

It is evident from the salient features I have stated above that Lanka
Xiho has strong affinity with Muongsing version and six versions of
Burmese Rama story. It may suggest that these three Rama stories from
three countries (Laos, Burma and Yunnan) have derived from a single

source.
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