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The Genealogy of the Concept of “Asia-Pacific region”:
an analysis through the titles and contents of ideas for
regional cooperation and regional organizations in the
Asia-Pacific

OOBA, Mie*

This paper attempts to describe the genealogy of the concept of “Asia-
Pacific region” by focusing on main ideas and international governmental
non-governmental organizations whose names include the terms “Pacific,”
“Pacific rim,” “Pacific Basin,” “Asia and the Pacific” and “Asia-Pacific.”
Due to various and changing notions of regionalism, the concept of “the
Asia-Pacific region” has come to include the huge area of Asia and the Pacific
Ocean, and yet without a clear definition of what this region autually entails.
In addition, many geographical terms, fof example, “Pacific,” “Pacific rim,”
“Pacific Basin,” “Asia and the Pacific” and “Asia-Pacific” are or have in the
past been used when all or a part of the territory along the Pacific Ocean was
fixed to “a region” with some political and,/or economic purposes. Especially
since APEC was organized in 1989, however, it has become common to use the
term “the Asia-Pacific” to indicate the sphere of the member states,“regions
of APEC and a term “Asia-Pacific” has become popular as showing the large
area of Asia and around the Pacific, while the Asia-Pacific region” has been
drawing much public attention.

After the end of WWII, the term “Pacific” implied “the frontline for the
containment against Communism.” In the middle of the 1960s, “Pacific,”
which implied Pacific 5, appeared in some attempts to promote regional

cooperation among the states in the Pacific. After that, however, “Pacific”
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came to include both the developed and the developing countries, for the
purpose of “vertical” regional cooperation, which mainly promoted assistance
from “rich” developed countries to the “poor” developing countries. This
implication reflects the huge gap in the levels of economic development
between the countries of the region. “Pacific” with such implication was
popular for a long time though the title “Asia-Pacific,” which also implied
both the developed,/developing countries around the Pacific for this vertical
regional cooperation, appeared in Japan in the end of the 1960s. The situation
began to change in the 1980s because of the economic success and the growing
political importance of some developing countries around the Pacific Ocean.
“Pacific” and “Asia-Pacific” began to have new implications that both the
developed countries and the developing countries which succeed economically
should be tied in a the “horizontal” regional cooperation. In addition, by
reflecting the change of economic policies in the Communist countries, for
example PRC and USSR, the sphere of “Pacific” and “Asia-Pacific” spread.
The most important thing was that instead of “Pacific,” “Asia-Pacific”
became popular in proportion to the growing economic and political status of
some developing countries. This tendency has grown quite strong especially
since the end of the cold war in the end of the 1980s, though “Pacific” is still
often used in the United States.





