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Peasant Satyagraha in Amwari

Rahul Sankrityayan
translated by :
Sho Kuwajima

The original article appeared in the journal published in Ilahabad, ltihas-bodh - Itihas
Nirman ke lie (History Consciousness - for Making of History) ,No.13,April-June 1993,pp.
67— 73 under the title of "Amwari ka Morcha".

Judging from the contents of this article,we can imagine that it was most probably
written in jail before Rahul started his hunger strike.This is not only a vivid description of
the Amwari satyagraha by its leader,but also an appeal to the Congress ministry which had
been working since 1937.Already we know what happened in the Amwari Satyagraha in
Rahul's Meri Jivan-Yatra, Bhag 2, Ilahabad, 1950, pp. 511~3, but here the historical
background of the satyagraha,social structure,particularly caste-wise composition of the
village Amwari,and the process of preparation for both the peasant satyagraha and counter
violence on the side of zamindars are described in detail.

Amwari is a village where the Kurmis,'middle caste ‘,are dominant peasants,while
the zamindars are Rajputs. Rahul writes in his autobiograhpy that the zamindar was
persuading his men,saying that the Kurmis were spoiling the ijjar (dignity) of the Rajputs
and therefore the men must respond to the caste outery for help.®” Unike in the 1980s and
after in Bihar, here in Amwari the zamindars tried to wage ‘ijjat ki larai’(struggle for
dignity), but were unsuccessful. Problems that peasants faced were too obvious to be
camouflaged.

Also it is noteworthy that Muslim activists joined the peasant movement led by Rahul.

Abdul Jaleel and Husain Mazhar worked together with Nagarjun and and Jaglal Chaudhary.
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Rahul recollects that, thinking that Hindus might feel it difficult to prepare meals for
Muslims in their houses,Rahul used Hindu name,Pratap Singh for Jaleel.He adds,however,
that in jail Rahul,Jaleel and peasants were taking meals together.There was no need of
lecture for this purpose.?

How the peasant movement in Bihar of the 1930s was affected by caste or communal
factors,or hoW it explored new sphere in social life should be traced carefully along with
the meaning of women's participation in the movement.Rahul writes in this article that five
women were arrested in Amwari.During the satyagraha days,when volunteer workers went
to market, women who were selling vegetables helped them.® The 'victory' of the
satyagraha in Reora is inconceivable without the role of the women in it,though,as Swami

Sahajanand recollects,even after its truce Reora faced many serious problems.®

Rahul Sankrityayan,an internationally well-known scholar and peasant leader in the
satyagraha,was hit in the head by the /athi of Kurwan,an elephant driver employed by the
zamindar. In this article the scene is described in detail with Rahul's perception at that
moment. Prof.Manoranjan wrote his moviﬁg poem under the title, "Rahul ka Khun pukar
raha" (Call from Rahul's Blood) .’

This accident occurred under the Congress Ministry,and this paved the way to his
participation in the inaugural meeting of the Communist Party in Bihar in October 1939¢,
By the way,Rahul did not wish that Kurwan was to be punished.He thought that Kurwan
was forced to use his /athi under the order of the zamindar.He went to the court on 29
August 1939 when the trial was held,and submitted his petition asking Kurwan's release.”
Kurwan was acquitted.

Nagarjun, a poet, also participated in the satyagraha as Rahul's fellow worker. His
literary life was influenced by this experience in the satyagraha. Jaglal Chaudhary, a
Congress Minister, joined the satyagraha as one of its leaders.This shows that leaders of
various trends in both political and other fields participated in the satyagraha.

Rahul's description tries to be fair even to those people who live in the police and jail

system.Simultaneously,he is observing carefully how the oppressive police administration
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survives under the patronage of the zamindars and despite the formation of the

'popular’ government.Also Rahul sees peasants under the shadow of the ‘Karma',but finds

new future in the satyagraha itself.

I would like to express my grateful thanks to Prof. Lal Bahadur Varma for kindly

permitting the translation of Rahul's article into Japanese from the ltihas-Bodh. Also,l

have to express my special thanks to Mr. Jitendra Rathore,a poet who knows Nagarjun well,

and Prof.Surendra Gopal for kind information.
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