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Thein Pe Myint 1938-41
-Between Shadow and Light-

Midori I. MINAMIDA

Thein Pe Myint has made reproduction the period 1938-1942 in his works ,such as
novels,dramas, articles and remininiscences. He seems to have been very eager to write
about the period. In spite of that, there are some important matters that he conscerned
himself left off.

Thave already inquired the influence of his anti-fascist actions - Dec.1942 to Mar.1945
on is literature .In this paper I tried to make clarify his thought and action in 1938-1941
from his works and other materials as much as possible. Then I tried to inquire the influence
of his political and social action on his novels,such as the reason why he wrote three short
stories and one long novel, the historical significance of his novels and so on .

The contents are as follows.

Chapter] The background of the short stories -Apr.1938~ Sep.1938-
1 The background of his return to Burma
2 "The Indian-Burmese Riots"
Chapter2 The Colonial Burma through short stories
1 'Mali -the gardener-'
2'0il'
3 'The Songs to Make One Weep'
Chapter3  The background of the long novel -Oct. 1938~ Oct.1941
1 The background of his expulsion from Thahkin Party

2 The influcence of the expulsion on his political actions

— 56 —



3 In the cinema world
4 The return to the literature

Chapter4 The long novel "Evil Spirits of Modern Times"
1 On the motive and the critiques

2 The breakdown of the reformism action





