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Legal status of Tibet in the early 20th century

Mizuno Mitsuaki

In this article, I discuss the legal status of Tibet, focussing on Simla Conference of 1913,
from the viewpoint of international law. In spite of the enormous importance of the issue
in so-called 'Tibet problem' as well as Sino-Indian relations, very few research works have

been appeared so far in Japan.

In the late Qing period, military conflicts broke out between Chinese central government
and Tibetan authority on their border area. In order to mediate conflicts, the British
government held the tripartite conference (Simla Conference) in 1913, attended by the
plenipotentiaries of Sir Arthur Henry McMahon (Britain), Ivan Chen(China) and Lonchen
Shatra (Tibet). McMahon presented the mediation proposal (Simla Convention) in which
Tibet was to be divided into two zones, Inner Tibet and Outer Tibet. The proposal was

accepted and signed by McMahon and Lonchen Shatra, but rejected by Ivan Chen.

If this mediation proposal could be recognized as valid, the Tibetan authority has the
legitimate right to conclude an international treaty separately from China. But Chinese
governments, both of Republic and People's Republic, has consistently rejected its validity

on the ground that the Convention does not have the sign of Chinese authority.

Tibet was, at least at the time of Simla Conference, regarded as a separate body from
Chinese central government in the context that it signed Simla Convention with British.
But in 1950, when People's Republic of China annexed Tibet, this legal status of Tibet was
denied and Tibet was forced to become a part of China. The map attached to this paper '
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under the permission of India Office Record at London,which was originally prepared for
the Simla Convention, clearly shows the legal status of Tibet at the time of Simla

Conference.

— 148 —





