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How Arab look at Asians

Toshihiro Nakanishi

For Middle East, its relation with Asia region has been secondary one, after that with
European region, for a long time.

Arab regarded the relation with Europe as the most important issue for the region and has
paid great attention to its move on political, economic and cultural affairs.

On the other hand, what happens in Asia has been observed by Arab just as a refference in
order to respond or to resist to Europe.

While Arab world was exposed to the wave of westernization from 19th century to 20th
Century, a defiant attitude toward Europe increased among Arab, on the watch for Westrn
expantionism.

In was at this period that Arab nationalism started to grow against the background of the
skepticism to all-out acceptance of Western value.

Japanese victory over imperial Russia in 1905 was written indelibly in Arab's mind by an
Egyptian poem, as an image of Eastern pioneer trying to defend self-determination of
peoples.

Until the middle of 20th century, Arab and Asia leaders made active contacts each other
through various channels including nonalignment movement. Galmal Abdul Nasser,
Egyptian president and leading figure of Arab nationalism during 1950s-60s, tried to show
a solidarity with leaders of Asian states. Yasser Arafat, chairman of Palestine Liberation
Organization, adopted tactics and slogan of Communist China.

After the end of Cold War, the fever has broken and nationalism lost its power. Arab look
at Asians from much more pragmatic and realistic aspect.

Considering Asia as a model for efficient economic development and a partner of
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investment, Arab tend to make a direct exchange with thr region actively.

Asian countries experienced a shift from centralized economy to market oriented free
economy. As people get rich in Asia, they demanded democratization.

As the Arab world follow a course of development similar to Asia, Arab intellectuals may

have more interest in their Asian predecessors.
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