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Revival of lineage activities in the northern part of Vi-
etnam under Doi Moi : Some examples in the Bac Ninh

province

Sumimura Yoshinori

This article will discuss the revival of lineage activities in the 1990's in the northern
part of Vietnam. After the program of renovation known as Doi Moi was Jaunched, the
growing tolerance of the regime on culture has been reflected in the revival of customs that
were once abandoned as 'feudal reactionary practices’ or superstitions in the 1950's and
60's. Moreover, the regime started using some customs as 'tradition' to strengthen
community and the regime itself.

The revival of lineage has been different form the other social units such as families
or villages, because there are no clear social and cultural policies on lineage. So many
researchers have connected the revival of lineage activities with the revival of family as a
basic unit of agricultural production in the 1980's. However, it is necessary yet not enough
to explain the revival of lineage activities. Lineages not only restore their mutual aid
network, but also reconstruct their identity. They are not medleys of families.

The author did fieldwork in Bac Ninh province from 1998 to 1999. After explaining
the outline of the lineage and the features of the situation surrounding it, some examples
collected in Bac Ninh province will be used to explain the revival of lineage activities more
concretely.

First to be discussed is an event in which descendants of Ly Long Tuong, a prince of
Ly dynasty (1009-1225) who sought refuge in Korea, returned to Vietnam and visited the
shrine for 8 kings of Ly dynasty. This event symbolizes the cultural situation surrounding
the linage in the 1990's and also had some influence on the revival of ordinary lineage

activities in the commune, Khac Niem, where the author did fieldwork.
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Second to be mentioned is the example of gia pha, a family genealogy book that was
edited in 1993. Through that example, it will be argued that gia pha can be used as a
medium to invent, record and succeed the tradition of patriotism in the cultural context in
Doi Moi era.

The revival of lineage activities is not a reappearance of pre-revolutionary culture. It
reflects the cultural situation of the 1990's, and it is not a result of any policy but of the

people's strategy to reconstruct their identity connected with nation.
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